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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

28 June 2024 WALLAROO 
Primary School 
...where dreams begin 

Dear Wallaroo Families, 

What a fabulous Term 2 we’ve had! Our students have come a long way in their 

learning with such wonderful growth to celebrate! I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all Wallaroo staff, students and their families for creating 

such a supportive space for all. Next term, we are excited to welcome back 

Stacey Manning who will step into the PE role and support Literacy intervention. 

We would also like to welcome Adrienne Harris, who will step into the Assistant 

Principal role. Her role will be specifically in developing curriculum and 

assessment across the school. 

Mural 

Our mural is complete—Wow! We can’t thank Di Aiello and Aunty Marg enough for the beautiful mural and totem poles they 

have created for us in our new garden. What a culturally rich and colourful area we have to share and gather in now. All 

students and staff had the opportunity to contribute to the mural by adding their hand prints to the totem poles this week as 

part of NAIDOC week celebrations. We would like to thank Dulux for their kind donation of paint for our mural. On the 

second week of the holidays, jump onto Dulux socials to see a showcase of the Wallaroo Primary School mural. 

Parent Teacher Interviews 

Thank you to all the families who attended the parent teacher interviews on Wednesday. Building strong connections 

between families and teachers are so important for your child’s wellbeing and intellectual growth. These interviews were a 

great opportunity to celebrate successes and set goals for the remainder of the year. 

Morning Routine 

If you would like to meet with your child’s teacher in the morning, could you please book in a time via SeeSaw. The mornings 
are a busy time as the teachers need to prepare for the day of learning, so scheduling a time will allow for smooth mornings 
for all. From 8:50am, we ask that all parents leave the curriculum building to help the students settle into their morning 
routine. Thank you for your understanding. 

2025 Enrolments 

Enrolments for Prep 2025 are now open. If you know any local families with children starting school in 2025, please 

encourage them to come for a tour and pick up an enrolment pack.  Our website also contains enrolment and curriculum 

information. Our school community is growing, and we look forward to welcoming 

new families. Our first transition session for our 2025 preps will be Tuesday 6th 

August 2.15pm 

As we head into the school holidays, I wish all our Wallaroo families a safe and 

restful break. We look forward to seeing everyone back, refreshed and ready for 

Term 3, which starts on the 15th of July. 

Thank you for your continued support and involvement in our school community. 

Warm regards, 

Kieran Walta  

Acting Principal 

 

 Dates to remember:  

15 July Term 3 begins 

19 July Assembly 5/6R presenting 

24 July Winter Concert at WPSC 

29 July School Council meeting 

2 August Assembly P/1E presenting 

5-16 August Book Fair 
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Curriculum Report: Spelling @ Wallaroo  
At Wallaroo we use the spelling program known as Spelling Mastery. This program builds dependable spelling 

skills for students in Prep to 6 through a highly structured direct instruction method that blends the following 

approaches: 

Phonemic approach: 

Helps beginning spellers learn the relationships between spoken sounds and written letter and then apply them to spelling. 

Morphemic approach: 

Exposes advanced spellers to prefixes, bases and suffixes. 

Combine words and word parts to spell multisyllabic words using a small number of reliable rules. 

Whole-word Approach 

Gives spellers at all levels the meaning and root of a word and shows how the word’s spelling is influenced. 

Spell common, high-frequency words which are irregular in their letter sounds. 

Commit these potentially troublesome words to memory. 

 

Spelling Mastery interweaves these three approaches according to students’ skill development and provides straightforward lessons to 

help effectively teach the spelling skills students need to become proficient readers and writers.  

Students in Prep to 6 participate in three 20 minutes Spelling Mastery lessons each week. Explicit instruction, careful selection of spelling 

words, and repeated and cumulative practise help students master each concept and reinforce and retain key information. 

How you can help at home… 

To support your child with their spelling at home, you can ask them to spell words in the books they read. For students in year Prep to 2, 

their take home books have word lists on the back page. Here is an example using the three Spelling Mastery approaches:  

Example word: unpack 

Phonemic approach: 

The sound /u/ is spelled with the letter u 

The sound /n/ is spelled with the letter n 

The sound /p/ is spelled with the letter p 

The sound /a/ is spelled with the letter a 

The sound /ck/ is spelled with the letter ck 

Therefore unpack is spelled u-n-p-a-ck 

Morphemic approach: 

Ask your child…”how many morphemes in the word unpack?” 

2 

Unpack has the prefix ‘un’ and the base ‘pack’ 

Ask your child…” what  does the prefix ‘un’ mean? 

It means ‘not’ 

Whole-word Approach 

Asking your child to spell high frequency words from the books they are reading at home. Examples: I, the, my, he, she, some, you, play, look 
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1st Riley 

4th Harmony 

6th Sierenaity 

8th Alleeyah 

  25th Zaire  

27th Anabel 

 

Don’t forget your birthday 

book from Mr Walta! 

SRC Term 3 Fundraiser 

SRC members recently discussed with their class 
what fundraising they would like to do and what 
events that could be held to raise these funds. 
The decision was made that next term, the SRC 
will be running a fundraiser for Mission Australia, 
a foundation that helps support the homeless. 
The classes have voted, and they would like to 
run a teachers versus students game! 

Who do you think will win?! It’s your decision… 

All you have to do is place your donation in one 
of the money boxes at the front office. One box 
will say "teachers" and the other will say 
"students." If you think the students will win, 
place your donation in the student money box. If 
you think the teachers will win, place your dona-
tion in the teacher money box. 

Thank you,  

Paige Fox and Hayley Egan 
SRC Representatives 

Wellbeing Report 
We encourage all our students to contact Kids Help Line 
over the holidays if they need to reach out and talk to a 
counsellor. Kids help line is there 24 hours to speak with 
children about any of the following: 

1. Emotional Support: They may feel sad, anxious, or 
upset and need someone to talk to who can listen and 
provide comfort. 

2. Bullying: If they are experiencing bullying at school or 
online, they can get advice on how to handle it. 

3. Family Issues: They might have problems at home, 
such as arguments with parents or siblings, and need 
guidance. 

4. Friendship Problems: They might be having issues 
with friends and need advice on how to resolve conflicts. 

5. School Stress: If they are feeling overwhelmed with 
schoolwork or exams, they can get help managing their 
stress. 

6. Mental Health Concerns: They might be experiencing 
feelings of depression or anxiety and need professional 
support. 

7. Safety Concerns: If they feel unsafe or are in danger, 
they can get help to stay safe. 

8.    Advice and Information: They might need                
information on various topics like health, relationships, or 
personal development. 

Kids Helpline is a free, confidential service. The number to 
ring is 1800 55 1800 
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Life Education 2024 

Last week, all our students participated in the Life 

Education program to learn about healthy living and 

making good choices. 

P/1E learnt about personal hygiene 

1/2CA learnt all about build friendships 

3/4G and 4/5R learnt about emotional regulation 

5/6R: learnt about the damaging impact of vapes 
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